
 

 

 

 

 

 

Scope 

This is an aligned policy. The principles set out apply to all our schools and to all our staff. The specific school 

policy can be found on the school website. 

Principles 

These principles should be read in conjunction with the principles set out in our approach to teaching, 

relationship and sex education and our equity, equality, diversity and inclusion strategy.  

At Haberdashers’ Academies Trust South we aim to ensure that all our pupils are happy and safe at school so 

that they can flourish and be successful in their future lives. The curriculum that they follow in our schools is 

the bedrock of what we do. It underpins their experience of school, which we strive to be a positive one.  Our 

Haberdashers Model of School Improvement Excellence Framework identifies the curriculum as a key strand. 

Powerful Knowledge unlocks the world for our pupils.  

Rationale 

Our mission is to ensure that our pupils:  

• Are happy and safe at school and able to learn successfully within a supportive environment  

• Can achieve their full potential personally, academically and socially  

• Develop and grow as independent, resourceful and resilient individuals  

• Are equipped with the skills, qualifications and love of learning they will need to be successful in the 

world they will join as adults 

• Build knowledge, character and confidence as they grow.  

The curriculum that we offer is paramount to achieving this.  It will be stretching, relevant and provides each 

pupil with the opportunity to excel in each of our schools. Our curriculum will provide pupils with the core 

knowledge that they need for success, alongside a wide range of opportunities which will help them to develop 

into successful citizens.  
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This guidance outlines our vision for the curriculum across the Trust and applies to all our schools. It forms 

part of each schools’ curriculum policy.  We believe that the children in our schools all have the same 

entitlement to an ambitious and illuminating curriculum, regardless of their background or circumstances. We 

are, therefore, aligned in our curriculum vision and curriculum principles across the Trust. However, we 

recognise that the context of each school may be different and so each has some autonomy in relation to the 

implementation of its curriculum. This autonomy will not allow for any lowering of expectations or narrowing 

of the curriculum. 

This guidance, and the school curriculum policies, is an integral part of our equality, diversity and inclusion 

policy. We believe that the curriculum is the ‘bedrock’ of a school and fundamental for individual and school 

success. We recognise that our pupils come from different backgrounds, having had different experiences. It 

is important that these are embraced at school. All pupils will have equal access to a rich and diverse 

curriculum which broadens their perspective, and which supports each and every one of them to achieve their 

very best. This curriculum will expose them to a wide range of opportunities within and outside of the 

classroom, which reflects an accurate picture of modern Britain, the World and history. This curriculum will be 

supported by diverse voices, where all pupils can see themselves and their families reflected.  

Our co–curricular programme within each of our schools is of fundamental importance in supporting us to 

achieve our vision. Maximising the Haberdashers Advantage to support this programme is a priority for us.  

Finally, this guidance and all curriculum policies should be read in conjunction with our guidance on teaching 

and assessment.  

Principles Governing the Curriculum  

1. The curriculum in each of our schools will be broad and balanced and will be an entitlement for all our 

pupils, regardless of their background, starting point or need. It will reflect the communities that they 

serve, and it will set the highest aspirations for all our pupils. It will engage and excite our pupils so that 

they want to learn more; 

2. It is essential that all pupils acquire mastery of reading, writing and mathematics in order to be successful 

in their education and in life. The acquiring of that mastery starts in early years; 

3. The foundations of successful learning lie in the successful acquisition of knowledge, where knowledge is 

not only knowing things but knowing how to do things;  

4. If a pupil is struggling in their learning, they will be supported quickly and effectively to ‘catch up’. Each 

school will have rigorous assessment which enables the early identification of a pupil in this position.  Our 

curriculum should allow for pupils of different abilities and aspirations to make excellent progress. Where 

the curriculum is differentiated it is differentiated in order to accelerate the progress of those that have 

fallen behind.  It is not a means to lock in low achievement as we do not accept that anything other than 

the highest aspirations are appropriate for each individual; 

5. Our pupils will leave school equipped to take their place as a successful member of the community.  Our 

curriculum recognises that it is vital for every pupil to achieve formal qualifications, but also that their life 

chances rest on more than a set of qualifications. Our co-curricular programme – the Haberdashers 

Advantage - will support the formal curriculum in preparing them with the character and personal 

attributes to become successful adults in both the local and global communities; 



 

6. Specialist teachers and support staff, who are well trained within the subject that they teach, will deliver 

our curriculum with passion and enthusiasm. Their skills in bringing the curriculum to life will be valued  

 

and their creativity harnessed through an excellent professional development programme. We will share 

this expertise across the Trust and will utilise the support of the Haberdashers Institute for Professional 

Learning and our school improvement team to broker this; 

7. Our curriculum design is stable in order to ensure that expertise can be developed and embedded. Whilst 

we may complete a ‘sense check’ each year to ensure that it remains relevant, we will avoid whole scale 

change unless there is good reason to do so; 

8. Our schools operate as separate schools, but we do so in the spirit of being ‘all-through’: From 3 to Forever; 

9. Access to our curriculum will be possible remotely when needed and the high standards of content and 

delivery will not be compromised. This may look slightly different in each of our schools.  

10. It is important that our pupils can discuss a wide range of issues. We know that some of these can be 

sensitive. We will not shy away from discussing these issues, but we will do so carefully, safely, and 

respectfully whilst ensuring balance. We are aware of our responsibility as adults to manage these 

conversations well, in line with our professional standards and our funding agreement. We will provide 

training for staff where appropriate and required, so that they feel confident in dealing with sensitive 

issues. Where they are unsure, our advice is that staff postpone a discussion and arrange for it to occur in 

a safe and secure environment. We are also aware of our duty to ensure that no one involved in a sensitive 

discussion is left feeling uncomfortable or isolated. Language is powerful and we will address any deviation 

from our standards should they arise.  

Curriculum Structure 

At the Trust we follow the National Curriculum at all Key Stages – although the curriculum may not be 

organised explicitly as such. Our curriculum is thoughtfully and deliberately mapped and sequenced across all 

year groups. It provides a platform for accurate assessments which draw on a range of evidence of what pupils 

know, understand and can do across the curriculum. 

The Curriculum is divided into six key stages: 

• Early Years Foundation Stage – ages 3-5  

• Key Stage 1 – ages 5 – 7  

• Key Stage 2 – ages 7 – 11  

• Key Stage 3 – ages 11 – 14  

• Key Stage 4 – ages 14 – 16  

• Sixth form (Key Stage 5) – ages 16 – 18 

Our curriculum underpins our assessment framework. Summative assessment is standardised across our 

schools, and a continuing priority is for us to ensure that formative assessment opportunities are built into the 

curriculum regularly and effectively. Intelligent Insight is critical to success. 

We believe that it is essential that all pupils acquire mastery of reading, writing and mathematics in order to 
be successful in their education and in life. We therefore place great emphasis on these in early years. Each of 
our primary schools delivers a strong Phonics and reading programme and supports pupils in developing a love 
of reading from an early age.  Secondary schools are also prioritising the development of reading, with strong 
catch up programmes where needed, building upon primary practice and extending the phonics focus if 
appropriate. 
 
As a result of our curriculum, pupils will make excellent progress. 



 

 

Primary Curriculum structure 

All of our primary schools provide daily English and Mathematics lessons, largely taught in the morning. 

Afternoon sessions vary daily to include a rich diet of: PE, Creative Arts, Science, RE, DT, MFL, Geography, 

History, PSHE and Music. In Early Years children are formally taught phonics, writing and maths. Each school 

has responded to the changes in the Early Years framework to maximise learning at this time.  

Reading is at the heart of all we do. We carefully select the right phonics and reading programmes to meet 

the needs of our pupils up to and including year 6. Our aim is to ensure that all pupils are fluent readers at the 

point of transition.  

Although each primary school follows the same curriculum principles there may be a slight variation in the 

curriculum offer, allowing for specific context and preferences in the schools. 

Secondary Curriculum structure 

In all of our secondary schools we have an agreed curriculum model which is delivered through a 30-period 
week. This model forms the basis for the curriculum offer but it may vary slightly from school to school in 
order to allow for specific context and preferences. Deviation from this model will be with agreement from 
the CEO.  
 
At key stage 3, our secondary schools build on the strong foundations established at primary, maintaining a 
focus on English and Mathematics to ensure pupils are fluent readers, confident writers and proficient in 
handwriting. Pupils experience a broad and balanced curriculum, across a range of subjects, equipping them 
with the knowledge and skills needed to make informed option choices and preparing them well for the 
demands of key stage 4. 
  
In key stages 4 and 5 pupils may choose from a range of options.  These options are offered according to the 
needs of the school and so may vary across the Trust. The qualifications, specifications and chosen 
examination boards may also vary from school to school for the same reasons.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Haberdashers’ Slade Green Primary  

Curriculum Policy  

 

Aims 

Our curriculum at Haberdashers’ Slade Green (HSG) has been developed with the Trust’s aims at its core; 
we are determined to enrich all pupils’ lives by providing learning opportunities within a knowledge-rich 
curriculum that addresses the challenges of contemporary society. Our ambitious curriculum is 
underpinned by our commitment to equality, diversity and inclusion; preparing and nurturing all pupils 
to become proactive global citizens in a constantly shifting world. We believe passionately that pupils life 
chances are materially impacted by their character development and capacity for lifelong learning. 

Our curriculum is based on the National Curriculum programmes of study with an agreed syllabus for 
Religious Education. It has been shaped by the priority we have given to celebrating and representing our 
diverse local community as well as providing both classical and traditional knowledge.  

This policy is closely linked to our Primary Teaching Principles:  

 
 

Implementation 

Our curriculum recognises pupils’ starting points and prior learning and as a result we prioritise the 
development of early language, mathematics, reading and writing. It recognises the importance of 
maximising engagement through an enriched curriculum model which enables children to excel in all 
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areas. Our curriculum begins with a solid foundation in Early Years, upon which the next steps for 
learning are built.  

 

It prepares them with the character and personal attributes to become successful adults in both the local 
and global communities. We aim for all our pupils to leave school being ‘secondary ready’ playing a 
positive and active role in our community with the confidence and skills to make decisions and become 
lifelong learners. 

In summary, our curriculum aims to enable pupils to Engage, Enrich and Excel.  

Engage: Each termly theme has been selected to meet the needs and interests of the children at HSG and 
their diverse backgrounds. Leaders have chosen high-quality reading texts to hook pupils and to develop 
a love of reading. Project-based homework activities are given at the start of a topic to launch curiosity 
and interest and allow children and families to work and create together. 

Enrich: Learning is enriched both in and out of the classroom. Links between subjects and termly 
educational visits allow children to deepen their understanding and provides opportunities to develop 
their cultural capital with real-life experiences through integration with foundation subjects.  Extensive 
pupil leadership opportunities empower pupil voice throughout the school. 

Excel: The curriculum develops a secure grounding of learning in the core subjects of English, 
Mathematics and Science for all children and a sequential development of learning in Foundation 
subjects including: History, Geography, PSHE, Art and Design Technology. Through developing 
children’s learning in this way, we not only achieve good results in summative assessment, but we 
believe this holistic approach will help our children secure a love of learning and become adults who 
thrive in society.  

The curriculum is permanently evolving, following termly evaluation of content and outcomes. 

Equity, Equality, Diversity & Inclusion 

To support our commitment to Equity, Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EEDI), we have split the 
curriculum themes into our three Golden Threads of EEDI:  

 



 

Sustainability 

Addressing the needs of our planet is an EEDI issue; global warming will impact those who are most 
vulnerable first. Understanding the impacts of environmental issues such as climate change,  

 

deforestation, poaching and animal rights will give the children a wider view of matters which affect 
both humans and other living things.  

Social Justice 

This thread is all about learning about rights, inequality and the law, past and present, and how that 
impacts people today. This may also include learning about the struggles of marginalised groups, and 
the victories and challenges of those who work to end inequality, both now and in the past. 

Global Excellence 

In all we do, we strive to show children a broad and balanced view of global history and current events; 
recognising the achievements of societies and individuals who are well-known, and also those who 
were traditionally less valued. This could include a focus on writers, artists, designers and scientists 
from outside of the ‘West,’ while also ensuring children have a core knowledge base of classical 
understanding.  

 

EYFS 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the stage of education for children from birth to the end of 
Reception year. It is based on recognition that children learn best through play and active learning. In 
Early Years, we teach the children from the EYFS curriculum. This is split into seven areas of learning; 
three prime areas and four specific areas. 

Prime:  

- Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) 
- Physical Development (PD) 
- Communication and Language (CL) 

Specific: 

- Literacy (Phonics, Reading and Writing) 
- Mathematics 
- Understanding the World 
- Expressive Arts and Design 

The provision of the curriculum ensures that children experience a full range of learning opportunities 
including child initiated, teacher directed and group learning. Within the curriculum, activities and 
learning experiences are planned to include the areas of learning in the EYFS. The curriculum is 
underpinned by a play-based approach where children have access to all areas of learning within the 
classrooms and the outside learning area. Children will at times be directly taught a new skill and at 
other times discover for themselves through carefully planned play opportunities. Phonics, Early 
Reading and Writing are taught following Read, Write, Inc, while maths is taught through whole class 
teaching sessions.  



 

During the first term, every child in Reception is assessed. This is known as a baseline assessment. 
Furthermore, all children are screened for their communication and language when they join our 
setting. Children are assessed throughout their time in Early Years through observations, conversations 
and photographs by teachers and other Early Years staff members who work within the setting. 
Parents, staff and the children all contribute to the assessment process. Next steps are set to move the 
children towards achieving the 'Early Learning Goals.' 

Reading – Read, Write, Inc 

In Early Years and Year 1 (and Year 2 as necessary) Read Write Inc. is used to teach phonics, 
handwriting and as a writing intervention. The Read Write Inc approach and resources are used in the 
teaching of phonics and handwriting, while Get Writing is used as a writing intervention for small 
groups of children to move their writing on rapidly. This complements additional shared writing 
sessions with the class, and the wide range of writing opportunities in the continuous provision setting. 
Read Write Inc.’s recovery programme, Fresh Start, is used for children in Years 4-6 as an intervention 
to support the development of reading and writing skills, while Phonics One-to-ones are provided in 
Year 3 to move children on who did not pass the phonics check at the end of Key Stage Two. 

 

Reading – Close Reading 

In Key Stage 2, reading is taught through a close reading approach that enables pupils to engage deeply 
with high-quality texts. Through repeated reading, discussion and analysis, pupils develop strong 
comprehension skills, a rich vocabulary and the ability to justify their ideas using evidence from the 
text. This approach encourages pupils to think critically about an author's choices, language and intent, 
leading to deeper understanding and greater confidence as readers. Texts are carefully selected to 
provide high-quality literature that reflects both the diverse world in which our pupils live and the 
diversity of our school community, ensuring that all pupils see themselves, their experiences and a 
wide range of perspectives represented within the curriculum. Our reading curriculum includes a 
balance of contemporary and classic texts, as well as works by established authors.   

As pupils progress through Key Stage 2, they are also introduced to a range of unseen texts. While most 
reading lessons utilise the close reading approach, regular opportunities are provided for pupils to read 
and respond to texts they are encountering for the first time. This develops their independence, 
resilience and ability to apply comprehension strategies across a variety of text types, preparing them 
for statutory assessments and for reading beyond the classroom. 

Writing 

Writing is taught daily across the school and is carefully sequenced to develop pupils’ transcription and 
composition knowledge over time. In the Early Years Foundation Stage, children are provided with 
purposeful opportunities to write across all areas of provision, enabling them to apply and develop their 
writing skills through adult-led and independent activities. In Years 1 to 6, daily writing lessons focus 
on the explicit teaching of transcription and composition, with these skills underpinning the teaching 
of a range of genres. Writing genres are mapped progressively across the school, ensuring pupils have 
multiple opportunities each year to write to inform, explain, describe and entertain. Poetry is also taught 
each term, providing opportunities for pupils to explore language, creativity and personal expression. 



 

To teach handwriting, the Letter-Join programme is used across the school to provide a structured and 
progressive approach. Pupils are supported to develop correct letter formation, orientation, sizing and 
joins, leading to fluent, legible and consistent handwriting.  

Maths – White Rose Maths 

Mathematics is taught through the White Rose Maths scheme, which provides a coherent and carefully 
sequenced curriculum that promotes progression in mathematical knowledge and skills. The scheme 
ensures coverage of the National Curriculum and supports teachers in delivering high-quality lessons 
that build on prior learning. Through the White Rose Maths approach, pupils develop fluency, reasoning 
and problem-solving skills. Learning is structured to deepen understanding, enabling all pupils to build 
secure mathematical foundations and apply their knowledge with confidence. 

Arithmetic is taught daily to develop pupils’ fluency and accuracy in key calculation skills. Sessions 
provide regular practice of both recently taught content and previously learned concepts, helping to 
build confidence and automaticity in number. Through spaced practice and retrieval, pupils revisit and 
apply core arithmetic skills over time. This approach strengthens long-term retention, interrupts 
forgetting, and ensures essential mathematical knowledge remains secure and readily accessible. 

Lifelong Learning - Jigsaw 

Lifelong Learning is the accessible title used for PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Education). At 
Haberdashers’ Slade Green, we use the Jigsaw programme, which is fully compliant with all 
government expectations for PSHE, RSE, and Health Education. All children participate in an assembly 
every day, either in class or as a wider group, and participate in a wide range of workshops from 
providers on issues such as protecting themselves from abuse, staying safe online, first-aid, gang 
violence, etc. At HSG, we believe that our life-long learning should be threaded through everything we 
do to enable our pupils to become happy, self-confident learners not just now, but for the rest of their 
lives. 

Pupils also participate in the Olafare Award, a progressive life skills programme taught throughout the 
year. The award is sequenced for each age group, enabling pupils to develop independence, resilience, 
responsibility and practical life skills through age-appropriate experiences that support personal 
development and preparation for life beyond the classroom. 

Foundation Subjects - United Learning 

The United Learning Curriculum provides a carefully sequenced and progressive framework for the 
teaching of science, art, design and technology, religious education, history and geography. United 
Learning provides the essential knowledge and skills that pupils should acquire at each stage of their 
learning, ensuring clear progression across year groups. Detailed resources and lesson outlines support 
teachers in delivering high-quality lessons, which are then adapted to meet the needs, interests and 
prior experiences of individual classes. 

PE - CompletePE 

Physical Education is taught using the Complete PE scheme, which provides a structured and 
progressive curriculum that develops pupils' confidence and understanding of healthy, active lifestyles. 



 

Pupils receive two hours of PE each week and experience a broad range of activities, including team 
sports, individual sports, dance, gymnastics, outdoor and adventurous education (OAE) and athletics. 

In addition, all pupils are provided with swimming instruction for one term in Year 4 and one term in 
Year 5. These lessons support pupils in developing water confidence, water safety knowledge and the 
swimming skills expected by the end of Key Stage 2. 

Computing - Purple Mash 

Computing is taught using Purple Mash, which provides a structured and progressive curriculum that 
supports the development of computer science, information technology and digital literacy skills. The 
scheme offers sequenced units, teaching resources and integrated software tools that enable pupils to 
apply their learning through practical experiences, including coding, digital media, data handling and 
online safety. Hardware is selected to match the learning objectives of each unit, providing 
opportunities for pupils to work with laptops, tablets and other digital technologies.  

Music - Charanga 

In Years 1 to 6, music lessons are delivered by a specialist music teacher, enabling pupils to benefit from 
high-quality musical instruction and performance opportunities. Teaching follows the Charanga 
scheme to structure and support music lessons across the school. The scheme provides a progressive 
sequence of learning that develops pupils' skills in listening, singing, composing, improvising and 
performing.  

French – Language Angels 

Teachers use the Language Angels scheme to structure and support the teaching of French in Key Stage 
2. The scheme provides a progressive sequence of learning that develops pupils' speaking, listening, 
reading and writing skills, while building vocabulary, grammatical understanding and accurate 
pronunciation.  

Culture for Learning 

We recognise that positive behaviour is taught, and therefore we have a bespoke behaviour curriculum 
that is planned and delivered throughout the year, with content adapted to reflect pupils’ age, stage of 
development and individual needs. Through this curriculum, pupils are explicitly taught the routines, 
behaviours and attitudes required to be successful learners and positive members of our school 
community. The behaviour curriculum will be explicitly taught and embedded into classes timetables to 
ensure it is covered in sufficient depth. 

Mixed-Age Curriculum 

For the academic year 2026-2027, Haberdashers’ Slade Green has 37 children in Year 2, and 43 children 
in Year 3.  This means that we have a Year 2 class, a Year 3 class, and a mixed-age Year 2/3 class. 
Teaching and Learning is designed to meet pupils' individual needs and current stage of learning, rather 
than simply their chronological age. The staff at our school are experienced in planning and delivering 
learning that provides appropriate challenge and support for all. Our curriculum is planned to ensure 
that all children receive full National Curriculum coverage. Teaching is adapted so that learning builds 
securely on what they already know. This ensures that children develop the strong foundations needed 
for future success, rather than moving on before they are ready. The school plans educational 



 

experiences for pupils in all classes to ensure continuity, progression and high expectations, whichever 
year group or class they are in. 

Collaboration  

We have the benefit of being a part of a rich, multi-cultural local community with strong relationships 
between children, parents and school. This is of great importance and allows for a collaborative approach 
when organising events and making key decisions about how our school is run. In addition to this, our 
fantastic home learning projects, linked to our curriculum topics, allow children to share and further 
develop their learning at home. 

Our pupils are encouraged to take on leadership roles within their class and wider school as they mature. 
These include Head Pupils, Wellbeing champions, House Captains, Eco Warriors and our Pupil Parliament 
(which begins in Year 2). Our pupils have developed their confidence and had a real impact on school 
change, particularly with our playground transformation, helping devise our school rules and motto, 
deciding the names of our school house teams and creating our anti-bullying charter. 

Here are the school rules we stand by at HSG: 

• We behave sensibly so that everyone is safe and learns well. 
• We respect and take care of our school and everyone in it. 
• We always do our best. 
• We are always polite, friendly and honest 

Communication 

This policy is always available on the school website and the staff intranet for all stakeholders to view 
and refer to.  

Monitoring and evaluation 

The Curriculum Lead will review the content of this policy annually to ensure that it remains relevant. 
When updated, it will be ratified by the governing body.   

Related documents 

This policy should be read in conjunction with:   
• Presentation Policy  
• Teaching and Learning Policy  
• Feedback Policy  
• White Rose Maths Calculation Policy  
• Haberdashers’ Federation EDI Strategy  

 

 


